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Abstract

A Study on the Aesthetic Consciousness in Tasan Jeong
Yak-yong’s Literature

Kim Bong-nam

Professor, Yeungnam University

This paper examines the aesthetic consciousness formed in
the overall life in Jeong Yak-yong’s literature. There’s a sense of
aesthetics in what the individual wants most, For Jeong Yak-yong,
it was ‘hidden(F2)) ‘succor(¥#), ‘true(I©)’ and ‘repentance(!fi). These
four things were what Jeong Yak-yong wanted the most in his life.
Therefore, sometimes they were tangled and conflicted with each
other, and sometimes they harmonized and coexisted with each
other, which greatly influenced Jeong Yak-yong’s life. Jeong Yak-yong
had a desire to study the Confucian scriptures after retiring in his
early years. However, by later having the intention of rescuing the
country and its people, The desire of ‘hidden(f)’ came to conflict
with the desire of ‘succor(#). Jeong Yak-yong tried to achieve the
will of the old people by going on a government career, but failed to
achieve it due to the checks and attacks of the opposition. Although
he was exiled in 18 years after being attacked by the opposition, he

compiled more than 500 books containing measures to succor the
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country and succor the people by practicing his aspirations in his
early years. Jeong Yak-yong regarded ‘innocentness’ and ‘finding
the truth’ as important, and accused Seo Yong-bo of corruption
and dismissed him, and handled Lee Gye-sim’s rebellion fairly.
In particular, efforts were made to find out the truth of the case
for those of the same party who were killed by unfair things.
‘repentance(i#)’ comforted Jeong Yak-yong’s heart, which had
undergone numerous hardships and storms, and suggested a
direction for him to the future. Jeong Yak-yong tried to repent
of his mistakes and overcome his suffering through his writings,
imitating King Mun, Confucius, and Jin Gye-yu. As a result, more
than 500 books were completed during the long exile period of 18
years and 18 years after the dissolution. Therefore, for Jeong Yak-
yong, ‘repentance(lf)’ was an opportunity and a driving force for
‘succor(¥#%)’ This is because if Jeong Yak-yong had not repented and
lamented the situation, blamed others, and wasted time, more than

500 great writings would not have been born.

Key Words | Tasan, Jeong Yak-yong, Literature, poetry and prose,

Aesthetic consciousness.
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